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M eetings . .

Audubon meetings are held at 7 p.n}. OI d f“en dS I‘etu fnin g
at the Ho Chunk Nation building, lower| sometimes ualy winter. | am sure that
level, 725 Main Street, La Crosse, acrogs By Dan Jackson gy ’ 5

- we all need to spend a little more tim
flgzg]lict:hfib,\f:rm Branch of the La Crossg It is March and spring is fast ap-outside. _
Y- proaching. For those of us who are This is also a time that many of u

March 18 . _ bird watchers, this is an exciting time start thinking about yards and garden

Pat Manthey, Wisconsin DNR, BU-l - gpring migration is already under waylf you have been sneaking peeks at the
reau of Endangered Resources Wil anq the current trickle of northwardseed catalogs with dreams of ne
present a program on the Trumpeter SW4n migrants will soon turn into a wild tor- flowers and bushes that you can uge
Reintroduction Project. Trumpeter swan rent with an exciting array of old to add beauty to your yard, try to als
- named for their resonant, trumpet lik§  friends returning to our area or passthink about plantings that will help ou
call - are thelargest native waterfowl spet ing through on their way to northernour feathered and non-feather
cies in North America. Adults have white breeding areas. friends as well. There are wonderfdl
plumageand can stand up to four feettgl o't miss out on this fabulous bushes and flowers that provide fo
and weigh between 20 and 30 pounds.| tme. Get out and do some bird watchand shelter for both resident and mj|-

Trumpeter swans were found in Wis{ i i i
consin until the 1880s, when marke :;13 ggr:éhzhlisnr;)t )f:fl:;:h;n%r?élz‘?%t SeeNOTEBOOK, page
huntingand feather collecting almos
drove the species extinct.

Beginning in 1989, Wisconsin biolo- : : :
dists few 1o aimeks geooe - Minnesota plans breeding bird atlas
consecutiveyears to collect surplus trum- The Minnesota Breeding Bird Atlaslected the NE quadrant (in most cases)
peter swan eggs that were then hatchéslgearing up for its first season in sprin@f each of the 2400+ townships for the
inincubators at the Milwaukee County2009. Minnesota is only one of 7 remainsurvey. Each block is about 3 X 3 miles
Zoo. After they hatched, the young swanig states — and the only state along thend will be surveyed once during the next
were either placed in a captive rearin@/lississippi Flyway - that has not yet defive years.
program or decoy rearing program untiveloped an atlas. The atlas goals, like For persons who participated in the

o

they were released to the wild. most states, are to map the occurrence awdsconsin atlas project, the protocols will
breeding status of all species in the statprobably sound familiar. Volunteers will
April 15 produce base-line information for moni-survey every habitat type in their block
Dr. Eric Anderson discusses the wild0ring changes to bird populations, andvithin a single breeding season and make
cats of Wisconsin. increase opportunities for citizen scienmultiple visits throughout the season -
Dr. Anderson is a professor in theists. including visits at different times of the

Wildlife Program at the University of ~ Minnesota used the public land surday. A block is considered complete

Wisconsin-Stevens Point, where h&ey system as the basis for locating Pri-
teaches courses in conservation biologf!ity Blocks to survey and randomly se- SeeATLAS, page 3
ecology, biostatistics, and wildlife field

techniques. He has won numerous teacp- o ]
ing awards and considers teaching to e We need your contributions of material for the Audubon news-

his “raison dietre”. Although teachingiq /etter. Please send your suggestions for articles, news of
his passion, he maintains an active r§- €vents and other things birders need to know. Deadline for
search program. His work has focuseli Ccopy for the May/June issue is April 30. Send information to:

dskoloda@earthlink.net.
SeeEVENTS, page 2




Bino bands raise money for Maine birds

Steve Walker and Judy Camuso from ability to notify the registered owner and
the Maine Department of Inland FisherEach individual band costs then reunite him/her with their binocu-
ies and Wildlife have come up with ang20 per year, with the funds lars.
innovative way for birders to supportgoing to state-based bird To participate in this system, each
Maine’s non-game bird activity, and at . . individual band costs $20 per year, with
the same time label their binocularswitrFonservatlon pt"OJ e_Ct,S' the funds going to state-based bird con-

- Maine Wildlife Department . .
a lost-and-found system. servation projects.

The department has started selling Here’s the Maine promotiional pitch:
metal “Birder Bands” that can benumber and each has the phone numb‘g_:rveryday, your Wildlife Department is
locked onto binocular straps. Each Ofthﬁlhere lost and recovered optics can b\@orking hard to protect Maine’s birds,
Birder Bands has a unique regiStratio?eported, thus allowing the Department thBird habitat, and access for birders.

Maine’s hunters and anglers through li-

NOTEB OOK from page 1 cense fees and equipment taxes have paid

for the bulk of these efforts.

gratory birds. Adding some of those taant to stay tuned to all of the changes With declining funds ava|lab_le for
your plans will provide beauty and thethat the new administration is trying to non-g_agwe and endgngerf?d sSpecies v;/ork,
extra benefit of being able to attracimplement. A great deal of money is be-ggrer']rd (;:r?nl\jzirr\]/;i:[slogirzinortior:r?:,nvu?]iio
some new visitors to your yard throughing spent and many new programs an?0 Eel conserve what ougcare abouty
out this year and the years to come. being discussed. It is important to stay “Fgr ears bird band); have helbed bi.
The beginning of spring also meansuned in and to voice support or opposi- ists}l/mderstand rator birdp o
that the elections have come and gonéion to our representatives as the neet? t'g trend dh b'tgt 3& Np pth
Now that our new president has been larises. tis an important part of the pro-l\jzli(i)r?e IBeirr]dSraBnandaisIj\l/ari]lzf)les.as(;vzoole
office for more than a month, all of thecess that s also our civic duty. for wildlife watchers of all stripes to sup-
excitement (and annoyance) of the elec- Enjoy spring! Itis a fabulous time of P P
tion season has disappeared. But, rthe year and itis bringing the warmth and”°"t the non-game and endangered spe-

matter what your affiliation, it is impor- sunshine that we are all looking forward G conservation efforts of your Wild-
o life Department.

EVENTS from page 1

primarily on carnivores, particularly as we explore what we know and don'tions, we will proceedin caravan south
bobcats, wolves, and black-footed ferknow about the feline predators of Wisout of La Crescent on Hwy 16, then turn
rets, but he has also worked with songzonsin and how concerned we should beft onto Hwy 26, south along the River.

birds, turtles, bats, and flying squirrelsabout our safety in the woods! Lunch is on your own in Lansing, lowa
He has authored numerous scientific or bring a sandwich.

journal articles on North American car-Field Trl S After a short side trip to the Lansing
nivores, and particularly on the bobcat: p Power Plant, we'll, cross the river into
He has also co-authored 6 book chagvarch 14 Wisconsin, then go north on Hwys 61/35
ters dealing with carnivores and wild- | ansing Loop Field Trip led by Fredto La Crosse. Depending on conditions
life habitat selection. Currently, Ander-| gsher we will make several stops along the

son and his graduate students are mod- This is primarily a Mississippi River Way.

eling the distribution of bobcats in theyjjley trip. We will be searching for early ~ This is about a 65-70 mile round trip.

state and investigating the return of thﬁ“grant waterfow! and raptors_ Passerines You may leave when you wish. We

cougar to the wilds of Wisconsin. are scarce, but it is possible we will se@re usually back to La Crosse by 2 P.M.
early sparrows and wintering finches.

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION  There are several active bald eagle nesfforil 18

Wisconsin is home to three native cahlong the way. Crane Count

species: bobcat, lynx, and mountain lion Meetby 9 a.m. atthe Kwik TripinLa  Ccontact Jean Ledman at

which is making its return after a 100-Crescent, MN. at the junction of Hwys 164jedman2@yahoo.com if you would like

year absence from the state. Find o@5/61 at the only stoplight in Lato help count Sandhill Cranes in the area.

about the natural history and current staGrescent.Car-pooling for the round trip is

tus of these cats, as well as the role thgossible and encouraged.

play in Wisconsin’s ecosystems. Joinus Depending on weather and sky condi-



Global warming bird impact Timber doodles draw

Audubon Issues Report on ing is having a serious impact on naturapr lor Ity attentl on
Global Warming & Birds systems in the USA. Dramatic policy =~ Partners in Flight and the North
changes and incentives for alternativeAmerican Bird Conservation Initiative
On February 10, Audubon issued £N€rgy are needed to combat such ecdNABCI) have ranked American Wood-
report drawing from 40 years of Christ/ogical disruption.  New research frongock among the highest priority species
mas Bird Count data that documents Audubon California reinforces the na-in need of conservation action within
shift among bird populations coincidendiona! findings, predicting that about goseveral Bird Conservation Regions
with warmer winters. Among the big©f that state’s native bird species will (BCRs). The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
movers are Purple Finch, Pine Siskin, angXPerience significant climate-driven re-vice has also named the species as one
Boreal Chickadee that have shifted nortductions in their geographic range oveiof a handful of national focus species.
into the Canadian Boreal, their range§°Ming decades. Atthe same time, many states have de-
moving an estimated 433, 288, and 279 Audubon is ging citizens to take clared American Woodcock to be a spe-
miles respectively since 1966. action by signing a petition demandingCi€s of significant conservation need
The northward and inland movemefgaressive federal policy action atwithin their respective State Wildlife

of North American birds provides newWWW.birdsandclimate.org. Action Plans. o
A public and private coalition headed

and powerful evidence that global warm- by the Wildlife Management Institute

seeks to improve management practices,

CO u | ee Au d u bo n mem b ers as ked monitoring, and technical assistance to

) . . . . improve American Woodcock habitat.
to help with wildlife monitoring SeeTIMBERDOODLES, p. 4

Coulee Audubon members haveMay. For more information contact Abbie T
been asked to consider volunteering forat 784-3606, ext. 5. May Morn I ng
wildlife monitoring this spring. Also, the annual Salamander SurveyD ;

Mississippi Valley Conservancy’s needs volunteers to help with placing anB I rd Wal kS
Abbie Meyer is looking for expert checking traps. The survey is typically Join Pat and Bobbie Wilson and Dan
birders to help survey about four prop-done around the middle to end of MarchJackson for weekday morning bird walks
erties in Grant County this spring. At  Tofind out more about participating,from 6:30 to 8:00 a.m. to enjoy spring

least one of the properties is considered¢ontact Dan Jackson atmigration and to see our regular residents
habitat for cerulean and hooded war-DanielEJackson@earthlink.net or 608feturn. Feel free to leave early or stay
blers. The others are grassland bird habi483-2271. later.

tats. Time frame for this project is April- Tuesdays: May 5, 12, and 19 in the

La Crosse River Marsh. Meet at the

R.A.B.B.L.T. trail, near the new Myrick
ATLAS from page 1 Hixon EcoCenter parking lot.

when all habitats have been surveyed and Thursdays: May 7, 14 and 21 at
ici ixon Forest. Meet at the Hixon Forest
about 75percent of the expected speci@gd the general public in both text andt

isSi trail parking lot, off Milson Court.
are reported. Time required to completEnap formats. Subr_mssmn Of. observa P g
0Nns on paper remains on option.

a survey block is estimated to be abOLH .
25 hours, but can vary depending on sur- The handbook, other surveyor mate—nghway Cleanup
The Spring CRAS Adopt-a-highway

veyor skill level, habitat types, and eas lals, and Priority Block maps will be
lean-up will be held on Saturday, April

of access. If, however, a block cannot bgvailable early in 2009. Bonnie Samplec
5. We'll meet at 9 am at the Dresbach

completed in one season, final observaP—roJGCt coordinator, says, *We welcom

tions can be made in subsequent yeal‘%l.I interested volunteers. Please join USinformation Center Parking Lot on I-

For species of Special Conservation In-Oadd your name to the list of mtereste%o_ We'll pick-up a two-mile stretch of

terest, or that are state listed or raritieg,urvetyoéS or(tjq Iezgn(;n:trle about tthetMml'-QO & Hwy 61 from Dresbach to Da-
additional information may be requesteaneSO a breeding bir as, contact.

. | kota, MN. Safety Vests and trash bags
Minnesota has a contract with the Bonnie Sa_mp € . provided by MN. DOT. Pick up takes
Cornell Lab of Ornithology to manage MN Breeding Bird Atlas Coordina- about 2 1/2 hours. Wear sturdy shoes
the database, provide Priority Block®"

and work gloves.
maps, enable online data entry, and make For those interested, we'll plan on
results available online to the volunteers meeting at Corky’s Restaurant in La

Crescent, MN. afterwards for lunch.

bsample@audubon.org
651-739-9332
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TIMBERDOODLE from page 3

Steve Williams, WMI President, statedcock habitat management into lands thab the private landowners we work with
that “We are overdue at bringing someve conserve and restore on national wildhrough the Partners for Wildlife pro-
focused attention to this suite of speciedife refuges, and then bring those lessorgram.”

Our challenge now is to integrate wood-

Coulee Region Audubon Society

Contacts Local Membership
PRESIDENT BOARD MEMBER
Dan Jackson Janice Hatt [1$15 Household  [] $30 Supporting

DanielEJackson@earthlink.negng-498-1191

608-483-2271 -
wooliesrus@charter.net - . .
[ ]11'd like to receive the newsletter electronically

VICE PRESIDENT BOARD MEMBER

Tom Link Kurt Brownell Name

,608'769'4666 KurtA.Brownel@mvpo2.usace.amymi

||nk.th0m@UW|aX.edU 608-269-6124 AddreSS

TREASURER NEWSLETTER EDITORS City St___ Zip

Mary Sullivan Dave and Gretchen Skoloda

marysullivan@hotmail.com dskoloda@earthlink.net Mail with your check to:

SECRETARY Coulee Region Audubon Society

Mark Webster PO Box 2573

608-787-6398 La Crosse, WI 54602-2573 Thank you!

mvweb@charter.net



